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EM AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5929 

CONEIDENTIAL TANANARIVE 0059 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CASC, MA 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE STRATEGY IN REPPAS CASE 

REFS: A. TANANARIVE 0057 

B. TANANARIVE 0039 

C. TANANARIVE 0028 

D. TANANARIVE 1738 

1. PRIOR TO DISCUSSING SCHEDULE FOR APPEAL PROCEEDINGS WITH 
REPPAS' ATTORNEY LEBEL (LAST SENTENCE, PARA 2, REFTEL C), 

EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO BE IN POSITION ALSO TO TAKE UP 
ADVISABILITY OF DEMARCHE (REETEL B) WITH HIM FIRST AND THEN 
REPPAS. IP APPEAL PROCEEDINGS ARE IN FACT SCHEDULED TO START 
JANUARY 25, AS REPORTED BY RAVONY, TIME IS RUNNING VERY SHORT. 

OPTEN DIPPICULT POR US TO GET HOLD OP ATTORNEY ON SHORT NOTICE, 

AND CONSULAR OFPICER WILL HAVE ONLY ONE MORE CHANCE, ON 
JANUARY 22, TO VISIT REPPAS IN PRISON PRIOR TO JANUARY 25. 

ACTION REQUEST: PLEASE REPLY REPTELS B AND C BY EMBASSY BY OB 
JANUARY 18 (180430Z JAN 74). 

2. IP DEPT DECIDES WE HAVE GROUNDS FOR MAKING DEMARCHE AND 

1 FRET, AGREES SUCH DEMARCHE WOULD BE WORTHWHILE PROM BOTH LEGAL 
AND TACTICAL POINT OP VIEW, EMBASSY WOULD THEN CHECK WITH 

REPPAS TO BE SURE HE HAS NO OBJECTION. AT THIS POINT AND IN 
VIEW JUDICIARY'S JEALOUSY OP ITS INDEPENDENCE, REITERATED 
AGAIN JANUARY 15 DURING SUPREME COURT OPENING SESSION 
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CEREMONIES, WE BELIEVE BEST MOVE WOULD BE FOR AMBASSADOR TO MAKE 
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ORAL DEMARCHE ON BASIS DEPT'S INSTRUCTIONS TO MINISTER OF 
JUSTICE ANDRIANADA. (HE HAS ON WHOLE BEEN VERY COOPERATIVE 
CONCERNING EMBASSY'S CONCERNS EOR REPPAS' WELEARE.) WE BELIEVE 
STRAIGHT DIP NOTE DELIVERED TO AND DISCUSSED WITH EOREIGN 
MINISTRY MIGHT POSSIBLE GET JUDICIARY'S BACK UP AND PROVE 
COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. BY NOT USING DIP NOTE IN FIRST INSTANCE, WE 
WOULD ALSO BE SAVING EORMALITY OF WRITTEN DEMARCHE EOR EVENTUAL 
APPEAL EOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY. HOWEVER, IE MINISTER OE JUSTICE 
REQUESTS EORMAL DEMARCHE IN WRITING, WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
SEND DIP NOTE. 

3. EMBASSY PLANS ALSO TO DISCUSS WITH LEBEL WHETHER DEFAMATION 
AND/OR CONSPIRACY TO DEFAME STATE ARE ON BOOKS AS BEING ILLEGAL 
EITHER SPECIFICALLY IN MADAGASCAR OR UNDER ERENCH CODE. BEGIN 
EYE US MENTIONED REETEL D PARA 1(B), EMBASSY HAS GOOD REASON 

TO BELIEVE, BUT HAS NO WRITTEN PROOE, REPPAS DID IN PACT 
INSTIGATE LETTER WRITING AND PRESS CAMPAIGN WITH INTENTION TO 
DENIGRATE MALAGASY JUSTICE AND BUSINESS CLIMATE IN HOPES OP 
PORCING RELEASE. HOWEVER, WE HAVE NO IDEA WHETHER GOMR HOLDS 
SUCH PROOP, E.G. COPIAS OF REPPAS' CORRESPONDENCE TO FRIENDS 
AND RELATIVES IN U.S. IT WOULD SEEM THAT SUCH EVIDENCE, IF IT 
EXISTS UNDER GOMR CONTROL, WOULD HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED DURING 
PIRST TRIAL. TO BEST OUR KNOWLEDGE, IT WAS NOT. EMBASSY'S 
DEMARCHE MIGHT AT LEAST PUT PROSECUTION IN POSITION OF HAVING 
TO PRODUCE PERTINENT EVIDENCE OF CONSPIRACY. ALL THIS WOULD BE 
DISCUSSED, HOWEVER, WITH LEBEL PRIOR TO MAKING ANY DEMARCHE, 

ORAL OR WRITTEN. END PYI. 

4. EMBASSY ALSO PLANS TAKE UP WITH MINISTER JUSTICE COMPETENCE 
OP COURT INTERPRETER (REFTEL A, PARA 1; REETEL D, PARA 1(C)) 

UNLESS DISCUSSION WITH LEBEL BRINGS OUT REASON TO VONTRARY. 

MENDENHALL 
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